ORGANISING AND MEMBERSHIP SECTION

Aspiring Teachers 

MOTION 49

(West Sussex) to move, 

(West Sussex) to second: 

Conference notes that those intending to apply for places on PGCE courses are increasingly required to have experience of working in schools before being admitted to the course. This often takes the form of working for up to a year as a Teaching Assistant. Such aspiring teachers often want to join the Union but are precluded from becoming even student members by our rules; they are however being recruited by other Teacher Unions. 

Conference reaffirms its determination to avoid competitive recruitment with public sector unions recognized to negotiate on behalf of education sector employees other than teachers and to retain 

teacher qualification requirements for full membership.

Conference therefore instructs the Executive as a matter of urgency to explore the establishment of a category of membership to include teaching assistants planning to undertake a course leading to qualified teacher status in consultation with appropriate public sector unions recognized to negotiate on their behalf.

