EQUALITY SECTION

Fighting Racism and Fascism 

MOTION 52

(Central Nottinghamshire) to move, 

(Kirklees) to second: 

Conference expresses its concern over: 

1. the election of two BNP members to the European parliament; 
2. the activities of organisations such as the English Defence League and Welsh Defence League, who openly seek to stir up racial hatred through activities such as marches in areas with high ethnic minority populations, or demonstrations outside mosques; 
3. the continuing rise in racial tension and attacks, especially in areas where the BNP has elected members,  the attacks on local shops, cars and mosques in areas where the EDL and/or the WDL are active; 
4. the possibility that the BNP could capitalise on widespread anger and disillusionment with mainstream politicians in the forthcoming general election. 

Conference reaffirms its beliefs that the BNP, and other organisations with similar views, are fascist organisations and can play no role in a democratic society, and that membership of such organisations is incompatible with the role of a teacher, or other member of a school staff in a democratic and multiracial society. 

Conference notes the threat that the BNP and other far right extremist groups pose to community cohesion, particularly in areas that have often been neglected by mainstream parties. 

Further, Conference believes that membership of the BNP and similar organisations is incompatible with the duty of care owed to all students, by staff, governors and others. We therefore congratulate those members who have campaigned against BNP members who work in, or are involved in their schools in other ways, such as membership of the governing body. 

The Union further congratulates the numbers of associations and divisions who made use of the union’s newly established political fund in order to campaign against the BNP and other similar organisations during the Euro-elections in 2009 

Conference notes with concern the increased levels of hostility and hysteria towards immigrants, asylum seekers and travellers in our society, as reflected within both mainstream politics and in the mass media, and which feeds the racism on which organisations such as the BNP thrive. 

Conference notes the huge contribution immigrants have made to our society, and to our schools.

Conference instructs the Executive to: 
i. encourage all associations and divisions to campaign against the BNP and similar organisations during the forthcoming general election campaign, and to circulate ideas for campaigning activities; 
ii. publicise the Union’s political fund, and give guidance as to how and in what circumstances it can be accessed by local associations and divisions; 
iii. continue to encourage associations and divisions to work with anti-racist and fascist organisations both nationally and locally, including Unite Against Fascism, Love Music Hate Racism and Hope Not Hate, and to publicise initiatives launched by such organisations; 
iv. publicise educational material in all schools and sixth form colleges promoting anti-racist and anti-fascist education; 
v. publicise educational material in all schools and sixth form colleges promoting community cohesion; 
vi. campaign in the forthcoming general election showing the link between issues over jobs, housing and public services and how fascist and racist organisations use these issues to scapegoat and divide people.
vii. Continue to support teachers and other members of school communities who are threatened under immigration law – for example by threat of deportation; 
viii. Encourage divisions and associations to oppose stereotyping of immigrants and asylum seekers, and to promote balanced discussion of such issues;
ix. Work with relevant organisations to produce an education pack on immigration and asylum which promotes an informed debate and can be used in Citizenship and other lessons;
x. Encourage associations and divisions to encourage members to oppose marches and other activities organized by the EDL and/or the WDL.

