EDUCATION GENERAL SECTION

MOTION 27 

Academy, Trust and Free Schools

(Lambeth) to move, 

(Croydon) to second: 

Conference notes that: 

1. the Westminster Government’s continuing promotion of a privatised model for school governance and improvement despite clear, and independent evidence that Academies are not raising attainment at any different rate from maintained state schools; 
2. some Academies are doing well but others are not; a pattern that is reflected in the maintained sector; 
3. £5 billion of public money has been directed at Academies without a clear benefit being shown and that many millions have gone to contracts for consultancies from private providers in order to help boost the ‘edu-business’ sector; 
4. Tory party spokespersons intend to convert half the secondary schools and many primary school to Academies, or “Free” schools based on a Swedish funding model which puts money directly into the hands of different types of providers but which have been shown to impact negatively on social equality and mobility in Sweden; 
5. The growth of academy chains, primary trusts and federations as a result of new government guidance poses a serious threat to democratically accountable education, and shows the potential for the establishment of a few competing large, national private providers;
6.  Far too many Academies refuse to recognise or work with the Union to provide adequate pay and conditions for teachers, and impose excessive and unreasonable workloads on many teachers.

7. the Westminster Government’s dropping of the £2 million required of sponsors at the outset is evidence that schools are simply being given away; 
8. the spread of Trust and “Free” schools pose the same danger as Academies – the break up of democratically accountable Local Authority provided education; 
9. the prospective Tory Government claims they have already started planning to rapidly and significantly increase the number of “new” Academies, including primary Academies; 
10. A significant recent addition to the Academies movement is the proposal for ‘University Technical Colleges’ (UTCs), highly specialised 14-18 schools, run as Academies, and attached to universities. This project, with blueprints for several UTCs already at advanced stages, is co-ordinated by a ‘trust’ set up by Lord Baker and reportedly backed by the Westminster Government and key figures within the Conservative Party.

11. New BSF money is being made contingent on making any new school subject to a competitive bidding process and huge pressure from the Government for Academies, including UTCs, Trust Schools and ‘Free’ Schools to be key components of BSF schemes.
12. Academies including UTCs, Trusts and "Free" schools are all attempts to de-regulate the Local Authority system of democratically accountable schools.
Conference believes that: 

a. in a period when the public sector is expected to make cuts, it is unacceptable to squander taxpayers’ money on school improvement schemes that involve costly privatisation; 
b. further expansion of the Academies programme may tip the balance from a coherently planned, local, and democratic education system into a wasteful patchwork of privatised, competing school market places in which those with ‘buying power’ will do best; 
c. local parent & community campaigns with decisive action by trade unionists, including strike action, have proved the most effective way to stop Academies.
Conference instructs the Executive to: 

i. continue to expand the campaign against Academies, Trust and “Free” schools by committing significant additional resources and by continuing to work with parents, governors, other unions and with the Anti-Academies Alliance;

ii. maintain the Union’s full support for divisions, representatives and members in Academies and Trust schools, continuing to press for full trade union recognition and school teachers’ pay and conditions, and providing all necessary support, up to and including support for industrial action, to secure recognition and pay and conditions in line with the relevant national and local agreements;

iii. seek to establish negotiating committees in any new status schools that are established in order to defend members’ terms and conditions, but not to agree to any Union representation on the boards of other management structures of organisations established to sponsor Academies, Trust or ‘Free’ schools; 
iv. continue and extend the financial and other support given to the Anti-Academies Alliance.
