EDUCATION GENERAL SECTION

Reading for Pleasure 

MOTION 28

(Oldham) to move, 

(South Nottinghamshire) to second: 

Conference believes that: 
1. the active encouragement of reading for pleasure should be a core part of every child’s educational entitlement, whatever their background or attainment; 
2. extensive reading, and exposure to a wide range of texts, make a huge contribution to students’ educational achievement; 
3. the provision of libraries, both public and in schools is crucial to allowing students exposure to a range of books.

Conference therefore notes with concern the: 
i. continuing closure of both public libraries, and school libraries across England and Wales – something likely to be exacerbated by moves by all political parties to make cuts in public services; 
ii. widespread use of extracts in the teaching of English and literacy, and the argument that children cannot cope with whole texts; 
iii. continued narrowing of the curriculum, while schools focus on teaching to the test, to the exclusion of extensive reading; 
iv. the effect of the current situation in that it discriminates against those children for whom school is their main or only means of access to whole books and extensive reading. 

Conference agrees to: 

a. affiliate to the Campaign for the Book, and to congratulate those authors, teachers and librarians who have campaigned to save libraries in schools and the wider community; 
b. encourage local associations and divisions to campaign actively against cuts in local services, including cuts in funding to schools and libraries; 
c. work with authors, poets, charities and others concerned with reading, such as Authors Against the SATs, to campaign for a rich curriculum which encourages extensive reading of whole books; 
d. consider how the Union can encourage members to promote reading widely – for example, through national competitions, events and the circulation of appropriate material.
