EDUCATION SECONDARY
The Future of 14-19 Qualifications 

MOTION 40

(Executive) to move, 

(Executive) to second: 

Conference expresses its deep concern about the fracturing of the 14-19 qualifications framework and the developing two-tier divide between academic and vocational qualifications.

Conference believes that the development of qualifications such as the International General Certificate of Secondary Education, the University of Cambridge’s International Examination (the Pre-U) and the International Baccalaureate are all a direct outcome of government policy n favour of separate ‘vocational’ and ‘academic’ provision following its rejection of the Tomlinson Report. 
Conference further rejects proposals for Technical Schools or University Technical Colleges (UTCs) which are the direct consequence of the Government’s attempts to dismantle a balanced and broadly based entitlement for all secondary school pupils. 
Conference instructs the Executive to campaign: 
1. for a future government to adopt the principles of the Union’s ‘Bringing Down the Barriers - 14-19 Education’ and the Tomlinson Report on 14-19 qualifications; 
2. to seek to develop a broad based alliance with UCU and organisations representing the Education community and the wider world of work, to achieve a unified curriculum and qualification entitlement for all young people;

3. for a joint campaign with other unions such as UCU on issues such as: youth unemployment in a worsening economic situation; a proper entitlement that meets the needs of young people not in education, employment or training, including Education Maintenance Allowances, and the new post-16 planning and funding of education; 
4. For vocational education which is integrated with the whole of the curriculum and qualifications structure; 
5. against any attempts to introduce selection of pupils at 14 including selection related to proposed UTCs; 
6. for the full involvement of schools and colleges in the development of a reformed and unified 14-19 qualification model.

