EDUCATION: SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SECTION

Special Schools 

MOTION 53

(Brent) to move, 

(Brent) to second: 

Conference notes that in previous years, motions have been amended in order to include special schools in proposed policy for primary and secondary schools and sixth forms. Valuable conference debate time has been spent on justifying why special schools should be included in a motion. Quite often, it has been the case that special schools were not deliberately missed out and the writer of the original motion is more than happy to include them, but hadn’t thought to at the time.

Conference values its members who teach in special schools and believes that they should be protected by the same policies which apply to members in mainstream schools, for example, policies relating to workload, health and safety and cover by qualified teachers. It is protection by these policies which helps to recruit membership in these schools. 
Conference would now like to see a blanket policy adopted whereby any motion mentioning “primary schools”, “secondary schools”, “sixth forms” or the teachers within those establishments, would from now on be automatically considered to also include special schools and their teachers, unless the motion states otherwise. 
Conference therefore instructs the Executive to: 
1. ensure that special schools are included in the implementation of all policy relating to schools;

2. where appropriate, include mention of special schools in posters and campaign documents sent to reps, so that members in special schools can be sure that policy also applies to them.
