STRATEGY, FINANCE AND COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

The Economic Crisis 

MOTION 45 

(Redbridge) to move, 

(Nottinghamshire) to second: 

Conference believes: 

1. the continuing and worldwide economic crisis has already devastated millions of people lives, through unemployment, housing repossessions, increased poverty and, in some countries, growing hunger. All these impacts will worsen as the crisis continues; 
2. that this crisis is not in any way the responsibility of working people, but is rather the direct product of the competitive chase for profit that lies at the heart of the global capitalist system; 
3. the world over it is working people and the poor who are now being made to pay for the crisis; 
4. in Britain unemployment has already soared and is widely expected to hit 3 and perhaps 4 million in the next year; 
5. The main political parties may be arguing over the exact timescale for cuts to begin, but this should not conceal the reality that, whoever forms the next Government, they will, sooner or just a little later, seek to inflict a savage programme of public spending cuts on a scale not seen for decades. Indeed, in some Local Authorities major cuts have already been announced;
6. such cuts will devastate public services, cause more unemployment, worse pay and conditions for those in work, and are likely to threaten public sector pensions; 
7. trade unions cannot and must not allow this assault to be carried through;

8. that struggles such as Visteon, Vestas and Tower Hamlets College show that resistance is possible, and can sometimes be successful. 

Conference therefore resolves, and also instructs the Executive, to implement these points as a framework for campaigning: 

a. to reaffirm our commitment to campaign around the demands “no to unemployment, no cuts in pay, pensions or public services; 
b. to seek to build the widest possible campaign across the trade union movement for real protests and action, including coordinated industrial action where possible and appropriate, around these themes; 
c. to work with parents and carers against attempts to cut school budgets; 
d. in particular, to reaffirm our commitment to take industrial action wherever compulsory redundancies may be threatened in schools, and also against cuts in school budgets; 
e. to reaffirm our commitment to take national industrial action, alongside other unions if possible, if there is any attempt to attack public sector pensions; 
f. to further commit ourselves to working with other unions and campaigning organisations to build support for, and protests to demand, a real programme to deal with the effects of the crisis. Such measures could include: 
i. nationalising firms which threaten major job cuts; 
ii. rejecting any public spending cuts, pay freezes or cuts; 
iii. programmes of public works such as building one million new council homes; 
iv. investing in clean energy projects and jobs on a massive scale;
v. expanding public transport on a huge scale; 
vi. public control of those banks in which the government is the largest shareholder;
g. such measures could be paid for by: 
I. closing tax loopholes which lose tens of billions a year to the public purse; 
II. heavily taxing the banks, big business and the richest in society; 
III. slashing military spending and ending expensive, and disastrous overseas military occupations;

IV. ending the waste of billions on nuclear weapons systems like Trident.
V. to encourage associations to approach trades councils and other local trade union branches to host joint public meetings in order to help prepare united campaigns and action to defend public services; 

i. to approach the TUC and other national trade unions to propose the calling of a national demonstration to warn the incoming Government of our determination to act to defend jobs, pay, pensions and services; 
j. to call on the TUC and other national trade unions to join with us in organising a co-ordinated ballot for a 24 hour public sector national strike as a swift response to any attempt by an incoming Government to impose a programme of public spending cuts.

